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WHITE HOUSE CHINA EXHIBIT OPENS
Party Politics: Entertaining at the White House
Opening to the general public Tuesday, April 3, 2007 and running through Thursday, March 27, 2008
Entertaining at the White House is one of the major duties of
the President and First Lady – as President Harry S. Truman
once said, “It seems like there’s always somebody for supper.”
Planning any official state function takes months of preparation and planning, especially for the First Lady and her East
Wing staff.
“Party Politics: Entertaining at the
White House features the private Presidential china collection of Mr. and Mrs.
Set Charles Momjian. The exhibit is a
fascinating view of Presidential china
services that have involved First Ladies
by selection, suggestion or creation of
the design. The symbols found on the
china indicate the growth and trends
of a nation and the individual tastes
of the Presidential couple. The rich
colors and delicacy of the porcelain
are difficult to capture in photographs
and should be seen in person in order
to experience their artistry. Highlights
include the “solferino”china from the
Abraham Lincoln administration, the
North American flora and fauna scenes
of the Rutherford B. Hayes administration china; the corn and goldenrod
designed china of Mrs. Caroline Harrison, the wildflowers patterned china
designed by Mrs. Lady Bird Johnson;
and the stately American-made Presidential china services of the Lenox Company.
___________________________________________
One of the oldest and most traditional roles of a First Lady is
as the hostess of our country. One of the responsibilities of the
President and the First Lady of the United States is to entertain
both National and International guests at the White House.
Historically the majority of the planning for these occasions has
fallen upon the First Lady. Hosting these events is an important
opportunity to strengthen existing ties, to set the stage for new
relationships, to establish partnerships, or just to extend the

hospitality of the White House as the “home” of our National
leaders. Party Politics: Entertaining at the White House pays
tribute to this crucial role of First Ladies through the history of
the evolution of Presidential china and the social accoutrements
that are essential for welcoming the world’s leaders and other
honored guests to the home of the
United States.
Early First Ladies wrote each dinner
invitation out by hand, sometimes
with the aid of friends. It was important to know who to invite and
how to seat guests strategically to
ensure that no one was offended.
As the United States contacts
grew worldwide so did the number
and size of the social events, thus
increasing the responsibility of the
First Lady. At the beginning of the
twentieth century, Edith Roosevelt
was the first to reorganize the
White House staff and hire a social
secretary who helped to schedule
all social engagements (in addition
to other responsibilities).
Today the First Lady has a large
staff as part of the Office of the
First Lady in the White House’s
East Wing. There are numerous
White House staff members who
assist with all the social events – including florists, chefs, ushers, butlers, electricians, housekeepers, grounds employees,
entertainment coordinators, and photographers. There is even
an Office of Protocol to ensure no one is slighted. Since an
invitation to a State Dinner is one of the most coveted invitations
in America, great attention is given to the guest list and care
is taken to invite prominent U. S. citizens of diverse interests
and relationships to the guest of honor. There is one thing
that has not changed over time: the First Lady still makes the
final decisions on who will, or will not, be invited to dine at the
Executive Mansion.

Upcoming Events

Party Politics: Entertaining at the
White House
About the Collector
The majority of White House Presidential
china on display is from the private collection of Mr. Set Momjian. He began
collecting china by accident in the
1950s when dealers included pieces of
china along with the presidential letters
and documents he was amassing. As
his collection of porcelain pieces grew
he came to appreciate the historical
significance and beauty of each piece.
This led him to seek out the personal
china patterns of First Ladies as well.
His collections are many and diverse, but
he is passionate about his Presidential
china collection and is delighted to share
it with our visitors.
Mr. Momjian is a retired Ford Motor executive and served as a representative
to the United Nations under the Carter
administration. Mr. Momjian also served
as President Carter’s art advisor and
is a personal friend of all successive
Presidents and First Ladies. His parents
emigrated from Armenia to America in
the 1920s and he is extremely proud
to be a first generation ArmenianAmerican. He recently explained why
Presidential china is so fascinating to
him and to others: “White House china
shows the personal style of each First
Lady and they are the only things that
remain in the White House to give us a
sense of their tastes and the times in
which they lived.”

April 3, 2007 – March 27, 2008
MAIN EXHIBIT “Party Politics: Entertaining at the White House” – features

the private White House china collection
of Mr. and Mrs. Set Charles Momjian. The
exhibit is a fascinating view of White House
china services that have involved First
Ladies by selection, suggestion or creation
of the design. Guided tours Tuesday – Saturday at 9:30 & 10:30 a.m. and 12:30, 1:30
& 2:30 p.m., plus Sundays in June, July &
August at 12:30, 1:30 & 2:30 p.m. Tours
begin at the Education and Research Center.
Reservations required for groups of six
or more, recommended for all others. $7
Adults, $6 Seniors, $5 Children

April
22nd Public Program - “Amelia and
Eleanor” Join Amelia Earhart & Eleanor

Roosevelt at a press conference, followed by
a luncheon and then a flight over Washington
DC in Amelia’s plane. Based on a real life
occurrence this program follows the day
the first lady of the sky, Amelia, spent with
America’s first lady, Eleanor Roosevelt. Admission includes a delightful luncheon, and
a fantastic slide program featuring photos
of the highlights of Washington DC. 1:00 in
our Education and Research Center. Reservations Required. Admission Charge
- $25.00.

23rd and 24th School Program Only
– “Amelia & Eleanor” – The first lady of

the sky, Amelia Earhart and the First Lady
of the U.S., Eleanor Roosevelt share a real
life experience in a very unique way in this
popular program. Your 4th-12th (program
adapted to suit grade level) grade students
will take part in a press conference
and a simulated flight over Washington
DC among other planned surprises during
the program. 10:00 a.m. in our Education
and Research Center. Reservations
Required. PERFORMANCE ON 23RD IS
FILLED

the nation’s First Families to your students
in this interactive puppet show program.
Age appropriate for younger daughters:
5 through 12 years old. 11:00 a.m. in
our Education and Research Center.
Reservations Required.
Admission
charge: $40 per couple.

June
8th “Ida’s Birthday Party Open House”
– Join us in celebrating Ida Saxton McKinley’s 160th birthday at this special open
house. Tour the beautifully restored family
home of Ida Saxton McKinley. 10 a.m. – 6
p.m. No Reservations Necessary. Tours
Run continuously Throughout the Day.
Free Admission. Open to the Public.

8th Public Program - “Vinnie Ream:
A Teenaged Artist’s Labor of Love”

- Eighteen year old Vinnie Ream became
famous when her white marble sculpture of
President Lincoln was unveiled in the US
Capitol building in Jan. 1871. The NFLL
proudly presents the multi-talented artist who
will share tales of her unique career, including the sittings Lincoln gave to her before his
assassination. Her many interesting friends
included future First Lady, Ida McKinley. She
was the first woman of her profession (sculptor) to receive a government commission.
10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. in our Education
and Research Center. Reservations Required. Free Ticketed Event.

30th Public Program - “White House
Weddings” - First Lady Francis Cleveland

married President Grover Cleveland in the
Blue Room at the White House. Join us to
relive this event and learn about weddings
during Victorian times. 2 Performances
– 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. in our Education and Research Center. Reservations
Required. Admission Charge: $25.00.

May

12th Public Program – A Mother and
Daughter Tea with “The White House
Pets” - We recommend this charming
Set Momjian presents official
Johnson china to Lady Bird Johnson
on her 75th birthday
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program to help promote reading to your
elementary school students, grades 16. First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy and
other First Ladies introduce the pets of

For more information or to
make reservations for any
of the events listed, please
contact our office at (330)
452-0876. We look forward
to seeing you soon!

Message from the President

by Mary Regula

Mission Accomplished

As Spring approaches and Michelle, our Archivist, prepares
our gallery for its new exhibit, I glance out the window and
see children gleefully jumping off a school bus to see a live
performance in our theatre. Today that performance will be
about two young women, Ida Saxton and Vinnie Ream, who
met in Rome, Italy. One would become a future First Lady
and the other a world renowned sculptor, artist and poet.
This is but one of many performances under the direction
of Lucinda Frailly, our educational “guru”. She researches,
writes, plans, designs, organizes and even performs to make
history come alive for kindergarteners to adults. Her programs, which cover a wide variety of topics, are inspirational
to old and young alike.
We could not imagine back in 1995 when 13 of us gathered
together to preserve this history that this day would ever
arrive.
Our first and only goal was to establish a library (we never
used the word institution) that would help educate all on the
contributions of First Ladies and women to our nation’s history
– a history we said “worthy to be remembered.”
From our website with its complete annotated bibliography
of First Ladies, to our modern research electronic library,
to our archival collections, to our teacher workshops, to our
symposium, to our librarian-teacher college credit course,
to our production of educational units and study guides for
students from grades K-12, to our historic guided tours of two
buildings, we fulfill that mission.
And today I look out that window and say a prayer of thanksgiving to all the corporations, foundations and individuals
who gave so generously to make this goal and this mission
a reality.
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The Search For Ida

by Carl Sferrazza Anthony

The National First Ladies Library’s sponsorship of my research and writing of the first full-length, comprehensive and
documented biography of Ida Saxton McKinley is continuing,
as much a search for the more mysterious elements of her
life and story as it is a traditional research project. From the
beginning of the project, there has been an element of unclear
or absent pieces of the historical record of her life. The first
such mystery arose immediately when the Canton city registry
of deaths in the year 1907 was found and examined. The
widowed First Lady’s “cause of death” is listed as “brain tumor.”
How this was diagnosed remains elusive. There is no evidence
of an autopsy being conducted and extremely unlikely that one
would have been done.

Mrs. McKinley’s advice regarding the retaining of the Philippines after the Spanish-American War in the family papers of
Mark Hanna biographer William C. Beer. The notebooks of
Colonel Benjamin Montgomery, McKinley’s aide during the
war, have also been consulted.

The most complex puzzle of her
story is trying to resolve the truth
behind her various and vaguely
reported health conditions. Most
specifically, she has always been
identified as having had epileptic
seizures. Some of the eyewitness
accounts seem to support this
diagnosis, yet the origins of these
episodes, their length, and severity
and precisely when they began will
be important clues to finally making
a diagnosis from the distance of a
full century later. It is all complicated
by Ida McKinley’s other alleged
illness, often stated as “phlebitis.”
Whether this was what prevented
her from walking independently or
whether it was the permanent result
of an injury after a fall that is also
in the historical record - is yet to be
unraveled. All of the new medical
information and the conclusions
able to be drawn from it are to be reviewed by Dr. Gregory
Bergey, renowned Director of the Johns Hopkins Epilepsy
Center and Professor of Neurology.

After her marriage to, William
McKinley, he wrote all of Ida’s
correspondence, but even those
letters which she dictated to him
reveal her thoughts. In the few
preserved letters that he wrote
Ida, he does mention her letters to
him. During those six long years
of widowhood when she lived
alone in Canton did Ida McKinley
burn her letters? Or are they still
hidden somewhere in an attic
trunk?

A dogged search for clues to resolve other historical uncertainties also continue. Like many First Ladies Ida McKinley was
known to have a strong influence on the President’s thinking
and sometimes his official actions. And like most First Ladies,
Ida didn’t disclose publicly what she spoke with her husband
about in private. Since they were practically inseparable, no
letters between them reveal it either. One clue was found on
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Another mystery is why Ida McKinley left no written record other
than the letters she wrote home from Europe at age 22 in 1869,
while she toured the continent with her sister. Except for her
signature on autograph cards, photographs, franked envelopes,
a few telegrams and checks, and a small diary - that has been
missing since the late 1950’s - I have so far found absolutely
nothing else that remains in her handwriting.

Since contracting with the National First Ladies’ Library to research and write the book in June
of 2006, I have gone through the
archives of the William McKinley
Presidential Library, and court
records in Canton, the McKinley
Papers and those of his aides in
the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., the Hayes Presidential Center in Fremont, Ohio, the Ohio Historical Society
in Columbus, the papers of the Hanna and Herrick families
at the Western Reserve Historical Society in Cleveland, the
Beer family papers at Yale University Library in New Haven,
Connecticut, and the Robinson family papers at the New
York Historical Society. In those archives I have searched for
further clues to her story in medical records, legal documents,
hundreds of cancelled personal checks, and New York Times,
Washington Post, and Canton Repository articles. And still, the
search for Ida continues.

Library Happenings
Another “First” at the Library!

On consecutive Saturdays, Feb.
24th & March 3rd the NFLL hosted a
special workshop for teachers and
school librarians titled: First Ladies
and Education: Exploring Resources
Workshop. The major goal of the
workshop
was to make
educators
aware of the
wealth of
resources
available on
the NFLL
website and

in the library, and to help them develop
ways to integrate these resources into
K12 educational settings.
Participants came from all over
Northeastern Ohio to the graduate
credit workshop sponsored by the
NFLL, ILILE (Institute for Library and
Information Literacy Education) and
Kent State University. Presenters for the
workshop were Kent State professors
Mary Tipton and Averil McClelland and
library director Martha Regula.
Workshop attendees spent the two
days learning about the curriculum and
lesson plans available on the NFLL
website and planning ways to use
these resources in their classrooms

by Martha Regula, Library Director
and libraries. They had access to the
archives, the library and were able to
use computers for website work on the
2nd & 3rd floors in the Education and
Research Center. The teachers and
librarians came from elementary, middle
and secondary schools.
Participants were
genuinely thrilled
to discover the
tremendous
resources on the
website and in the
facility. Evaluative
comments included:
“This was the best
workshop I’ve
attended in 20 years
of teaching. What a fantastic

facility and website.”
“I can’t wait to get back and try using
some of these lesson plans with my
students”
“Well organized and well presented. I
had no idea how much the NFLL website
has to offer. I will definitely share with my
fellow teachers.”
Thanks to the success of the workshop,
the NFLL hopes to continue to work with
Kent State to sponsor more of these
workshops for educators in the future.
Digitization Project Planned
In an effort to bring the NFLL resources

to researchers, educators, and students
across the country and the world the
NFLL, the Kent State College and
Graduate School of Education, Health
and Human Services, the Institute
of Library and Information Literacy
Education and the Consortium for
Democracy and Education have
established a collaborative partnership
to propose to advance the role of cultural
repositories in online teaching, learning
and research. We are designing a model
that will make selected resources of the
NFLL available to multiple audiences in
an online environment.
The goal is to digitize as much as
possible of the NFLL collection including
the audio visual collection, the photo
collection, the collection of clothing and
artifacts, the exhibits, films of NFLL
programs and events, the short
descriptive films that are featured
during the exhibits, memorabilia,
letters, diaries and other primary
sources. Once digitized these
materials would be accessible
from multiple pathways online.
For example a lesson plan on
Eleanor might include not only
the plan for the teacher, but video
clips of Eleanor, photos, copies of
her letters, clips from NFLL exhibits that
included Eleanor and any other pertinent
primary material. These materials could
be used directly by the student or as part
of the presentation by the teacher.
Or a researcher could select a First Lady
and find anything and everything that the
NFLL has on that first Lady, including
360 degree photos of the dresses owned
by the NFLL, all in one location, with one
click of the mouse. A researcher would
also be able to search our digitized
database by a subject, such as women’s
rights, and find all the information about
Continued on Page 8
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Mary Lincoln (left)
Lincoln Administration
china (below)

Sarah Polk (left)
Polk Administration
china (above)

Julia Grant (left)
Grant Administratio
china (above)

Party Pol
Edith Wilson (left)
Wilson Administration
china (below)

Edith Roosevelt (left)
T. Roosevelt Administration
china (above)
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Eleanor Roosevelt (lef
F. Roosevelt Administrat
china (above)

Lucy Hayes (left)
Hayes Administration
china (below)
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Caroline Harrison
(left)
Harrison
Administration china
(above)

Lady Bird Johnson
(left)
L.B. Johnson
Administration china
(above)

Bess Truman (left)
Truman Administration
china (below)

Mamie Eisenhower (left)
Eisenhower Administration
china (above)
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Continued from Page 5

First Ladies who participated in the fight
for women’s rights, their causes and any
further information the library might have
on the topic.
The outcome of this extensive project
would give the world not only a better
understanding of the role of First Ladies
and their times, but a better understanding of the experiences of American
women more generally. This can be the
basis for new interpretations and new
understandings about important aspects
of the history of the nation.
An added benefit is that some of these
materials are extremely fragile and because of this are not available to anyone
as they must remain in the archives in
storage. By including them in a digital
environment, they are not only accessible, but preserved as well.
Media is a powerful force and can place
an event in historical context. In today’s
technology-rich environments, digital
resources can add dramatic and purposeful elements that can be effective
in enhancing the exploration of history.
It is hoped that we can provide multiple
pathways to access the NFLL resources,
thereby providing a means to experience
the resource from different perspectives and interpretations. The unique
resources of the NFLL deserve to be
part of the “digital humanities revolution”
(Mattison, 2006).
The partners in this project are currently
working on grant applications to provide
funding for this extremely ambitious
and expensive project, but one that’s
outcome will provide an unparalleled
historical repository. Anyone interested
in learning more about the project is
welcome to contact library director
Martha Regula @ 330 452-0876 X303
or regulam@firstladieslibrary.org. Inquires, comments and funding help are
welcome!
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Recent Events
Caroline Scott Harrison & the DAR
by Craig Schermer, Historian
On March 7, 2007, the Canton Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, headed by their regent, Audrey Morrison, met in the theatre of the National First
Ladies’ Library Education and Research Center. Members from the Fort Laurens
Chapter from New Philadelphia and the Jane Bain Chapter from Alliance were also
in attendance. Their meeting there was two fold: one was to present an award to the
President and Founder of the National First Ladies’ Library, Mary Regula, recognizing
her achievements and the second was to present to Mrs. Regula a plaque honoring
their first President-General, Caroline Scott Harrison. Mrs. Regula accepted the
plaque with her usual graciousness and
asked me, as the Library’s historian, to
speak a little on Mrs. Harrison. Instead
of speaking on her role as the first President-General of the DAR, I chose instead
to illuminate a little about Mrs. Harrison’s
life, personality and why she is today one
of my very favorite First Ladies. The
plaque honoring Caroline Harrison, one
of Ohio’s First Ladies, will be placed on
Mary Regula accepts award from DAR
Regent Audrey Morrison
the 3rd Floor (the Caroline Harrison Floor)
of the Education and Research Center at
the side of her portrait. The tea afterwards, arranged by Sheila Lolli, was a perfect
ending to a wonderful day spent honoring a little known First Lady.

Join Us For Ida’s Birthday Celebration Open House
June 8, 2007 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Free Tours ot the Saxton House

offered continuously throughout the day
(no reservations needed)
331 Market Avenue South

Free Performances

“A Teenaged Artist’s Labor of Love”
featuring Ida Saxton McKinley and Vinnie
Ream at 10 a.m. & 1 p.m.
TICKETS REQUIRED
Education and Research Center
205 Market Avenue South
Call (330) 452-0876 for information and free
tickets for performances.

Bring us your Ida remembrances & artifacts!

Acquisition News
First Ladies’ Letters Acquired at Auction
By Patricia Krider, Executive Director

Insights Into Our First Ladies: Our New Letter Collection
By Craig Schermer, Historian

Over the past year we have been successful in acquiring letters
written by First Ladies that were part of one woman’s collection.
We were able to purchase these letters wtih private funds
thanks to the generous donations of individuals, foundations
and corporations.

Among our newest artifacts are letters written by a large
number of our First Ladies - Dolley Madison, Louisa Adams,
Anna Harrison, Jane Pierce, Abigail Fillmore, Julia Grant,
Florence Harding, Grace Coolidge, Eleanor Roosevelt, Mamie
Eisenhower, Jackie Kennedy and Pat Nixon. They offer us a
new insight into their characters, personalities and interests.
It is their chance to”speak clear,” on a variety of things, great
and small.

Last spring we received a catalogue from R.M. Smythe
Auctioneers for part one of an autograph auction of a substantial
number of First Ladies’ letters. We successfully bid – by phone
– on three lots. Last fall Smythe conducted part two of the
auction of First Ladies’ letters. This time Michelle Gullion and I
flew to New York City to bid on the letters at the live auction.
I can’t begin to tell you how exciting it was to be in New York
City – just a few blocks from Ground Zero – in a room filled with
so much history. To see these letters – many of them hundreds
of years old – written by these First Ladies that we have been
striving to learn more about, was exhilarating.
Michelle and I went prepared. We had worked with Mary
Regula to determine which letters would be most valuable to
our collection and to develop a budget. We had a list of the
lot numbers upon which we were interested in placing bids,
along with the order of importance and the maximum we were
willing to bid.
The auction went FAST! Each lot was sold in less than a minute.
As I bid, Michelle frantically kept track of how much I spent.
In the end we purchased 12 of the 15 lots we wanted – with
letters written by Dolley Madison through Patricia Nixon. The
subject matter is diverse – ranging from social issues to political
interests to daily responsibilities. We learned that the other
bidders - all men - were complaining that they were unable to
buy anything because the “ladies” were buying everything!
After the auction we learned that the letters came from the
collection of one elderly woman who lives outside New York
City. She prefers to remain anonymous right now, but we are
truly grateful for the effort and the care she took in collecting
- and preserving - these precious artifacts.
This spring the last portion of the collection will go up for
auction. We’re anxious to find out if it contains more letters
that will add to the breadth and depth of our collection.

As I am preparing them for our digital collection, to make them
easily available for all to read, I am being given a unique chance
to “meet” them. Even their handwriting, which in some cases,
like Jane Pierce, are a real challenge to decipher, can give you
clues into their personalities. For example, Grace Coolidge’s
handwriting is easy to read: even, legible, and very elegant.
It speaks of her balanced and poised personality. Mamie
Eisenhower’s is lady-like, perky and on the whole, legible.
Florence Harding’s is bold, quirky and large; exactly what
you’d expect given her nature, which was often assertive and
impatient. It was Louisa Adams’ letter that greatly interested
me: small, elegant and very 18th Century in its style and
expression. She expressed herself with great humor, almost
tongue in cheek and showed a love of puns, which was very
illuminating for we usually do not associate humor with the
Adamses.  
As I am transcribing the letters, I feel as though I am having a
five minute phone conversation with that particular First Lady.
Whether it is Mamie Eisenhower talking about the campaign of
1952 or Julia Dent Grant writing to her former slave and later
maid, Kitty, about the exciting days after Grant’s election to
the Presidency in 1868, or Louisa Adams making puns about
light, her chandelier and the illumination from it, it is a really
unique way of meeting these long dead women. In a sense,
it is hearing them “speak.” Historians can only do so much to
give a historical character their due: it is the people themselves
that can make us feel we can know them and that can only
happen when you read their letters. No amount of historical
writing could make us understand Jane Pierce’s tragedy better
than when read in her 1856 letter that all she wanted to do
was run away and hide; and that she needed a strong person
to lean on. That insight made me understand her better and
that insight is what makes this collection so extremely valuable
and so exciting.
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Educational Programs

by Lucinda Frailly, Director of Educational Programming
some more and edited further. So much information regarding
both women had to be cut because it didn’t fit the direction
A Teenaged Artist’s “Labor of Love”
and focus of the story to be presented. After a time, I began to
visualize the story that the audience would experience in our
Sometimes ideas for new educational programs for schools and
theatre. The writing wasn’t finished but visualizing Ida and Vinthe public come from the most unexpected sources. Our Execunie became clear, and it was time to shop for the patterns and
tive Director, Pat Krider , and our Founder and President, Mary
material to fashion the gowns, accessories, wigs, and makeup
Regula , gave me the challenge of writing a new program based
for the actresses chosen to play the roles. At the same time
on a handful of letters written by the young Ida Saxton that she
images were needed to help stage the story in a PowerPoint
wrote to her parents about briefly meeting an American artist
presentation shown behind the live characters of Vinnie and
on her Grand tour of Rome. That artist was Vinnie Ream and
Ida. Cuts were made in a film and voices were recorded to
that was the beginning of the latest program. The meeting was
help tell the story. A
mentioned by Ida and her
staff member spent
sister in letters home to
hours with me to put
“Ma” and “Pa”. The sisters
the visuals in order
also wrote that Vinnie’s
with the script and aniparents lived in Canton at
mate them. Ida and
one time, and knew their
Vinnie portrayed by
father James and GrandCassandra Yacovazzi
pa and Grandma Dewalt.
and Barbara Abbott
Mr. and Mrs. Ream, acrespectively, worked
cording to the Saxton
privately with me to
sisters, were proud of their
interpret the script in
artist daughter who was in
the first rehearsal.
Rome making a statue of
The second rehearsal
Abraham Lincoln for the
involved adding the
government. That was
Barbara Abbott portraying Vinnie Ream and Cassie
technical (PowerPoint, lighting
about the extent of what Ida and
Yacovazzi portraying Ida Saxton
and music), the third was run with
“Pina” wrote about Vinnie Ream.
partial costuming and the fourth
Miss Ream, I would learn was the
was
a
full
dress
rehearsal
with an invited audience from
first woman to receive a government commission to sculpt a
Lehman Middle School. It was after that rehearsal that the
statue of the slain President for the capitol rotunda at the age
program truly became a living history performance and the
of 18.
latest education program in the repertoire of the First Ladies
To write and produce a living history presentation that would
National Historic Site.
do justice to Miss Ream as an artist and woman and to the
That is just a fraction of what goes on behind the scenes in
youthful, vibrant, intelligent future First Lady became my own
putting together an educational program for the First Ladies
labor of love. Research included books, letters, speeches, film,
National Historic Site. Putting these two lives together for me
and emails to Glenn Sherwood, the author of a book I used and
became a most fascinating and inspirational task. I did not
a relative of Vinnie Ream, who now lives in California . Doing
foresee that it would become a “labor of love” for me as well.
the research was fun; deciding how to weave together a truthful

Behind the Scenes

story was at times frustrating. I wrote, rewrote, edited, wrote
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Intern Insight
by Cassie Yacovazzi

When I began my internship at the
National First Ladies’ Library, it was
just that, an internship, something to
enhance the appearance of my graduate school applications. I was grateful
for the opportunity, but I was not aware
of how great a privilege it would actually
turn out to be. Someone once told me
that to know the First Ladies is to know
another dimension of the presidents.
This fact alone makes the pursuit of
First Ladies’ history worthwhile, but it is
also true that to know the First Ladies
is to obtain a deeper understanding of
American history in general. During my
time at the First Ladies’ Library the First
Ladies have become more than a recognizable face to me; they have become
real people, faced with real struggles,
who have made a real impact on our
nation. The building of the library itself
is a testament to the beauty and wonder
of the 1800’s.
In addition to the history and the building,
I have enjoyed getting to know a talented
and hard-working staff and being apart
of the library’s many historical programs.
During my first month with the library we
celebrated Ida McKinley’s 159th birthday
with an open house at her ancestral
Victorian home and a reception in the
lovely garden outside the home. It was
wonderful to see the people from the
community enjoy the restoration of the
home and the hospitality of the staff. I
was given the opportunity to chat for a
while with the library’s historian, Craig
Schermer. Getting to know him has
been a privilege in itself, as he is a wealth
of knowledge of First Ladies’ history.
In December I was able to take part in
Downtown Canton’s “Light-Up Downtown” as the First Ladies’ Library opened
its doors once more in an open house
of the library. As one staff member put
it, the scene simply is Christmas, as the

choir sings on our grand floor, the snow
falls outside, and the whole city walks
past you with cheer. In January we were
visited by the U.S. Mint as they unveiled
their series of “First Spouse” coins in our
charming Victorian theatre. It was an
incredibly unique experience, one that
I will probably never have again, to be
among the first to view these coins and
to feel that in some way I was apart of
a mission to educate the public on the

First Ladies. I was fortunate enough to
take part in our most recent program.
“Vinnie Ream, a Teenage Artist’s Labor
of Love”, was the title as we depicted
the lives of Vinnie Ream, the youngest
and first woman to be commissioned by
the government to make a statue for the
rotunda, and the young Ida McKinley.
The two women met in Rome, while Ida
was there on a Grand Tour of Europe
and Vinnie on a search for marble for
her statue of Abraham Lincoln. I had
the privilege of playing Ida. Some of my
best memories from high school include
performing lead roles in a number of our
musicals. It was wonderful to return
to the stage, and an honor to play Ida
McKinley.
Of course during my time at the National
First Ladies’ Library there has been

work involved too. Giving tours is one
of my tasks. It has been a challenge to
learn the facts about our exhibits and
the details of Ida’s life and home at the
Saxton House.
Graduation from college was a bittersweet time for me because I knew that
I would no longer be offered the mental
stimulation that I had from so many
classes. The National First Ladies’
Library has aided in keeping the cogs
moving, so to speak, and keeping my
life from becoming too dull. It has also
been interesting to meet the tourists;
so many of them have their own stories
to offer from their experiences and
knowledge, and it has been a joy to be
able to connect with them through history. I have been privileged to help our
librarian with the library’s audio-visual
collection as well. Through this work, I
have gained a new respect for the vast
amount of resources that the National
First Ladies’ Library offers and all that
it seeks to continue to offer to students
and researchers. In addition, I have
been able to help scan pictures and at
times handle artifacts. Such exposure,
in particular watching the work of the
archivist, has enriched my appreciation
for the preservation of history.
I cannot express my thanks enough,
most of all to the founder of the library,
Mary Regula, who is always offering
encouragement to me, for the honor
of being apart of the library. While I do
plan to attend graduate school this fall
and so leave my place at the library, I
owe thanks for the ways in which the it
has helped prepare me to continue my
studies in the field of history and I owe
them thanks for making what could have
been a very difficult year off from school
a thrilling, challenging, and truly learning
experience.
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Gift Shop

by Mary Rhodes, Gift Shop Manager

“Flowers of the First Ladies”
China Collection
Dinner & dessert plates, cup & saucer,
bowl, cake platter & mug.
Made by Castle China of Newcastle,
Pennsylvania
Call (330) 452-0876 ext. 320 or visit our gift
shop or order online - www.firstladies.org

Page 12

Return Service
Requested

14 Different Patterns Available:

