Inaugural
Insights

When a newly elected president takes the oath of office, our country
watches in anticipation and wants to find out everything they
can about our new first family. From the inagural ceremony, to
the inaugural parade, to the inaugural balls, a wealth of fun and
fascinating facts emerge. Please enjoy!

What to call George Washington?
John Adams opted for “His Most Benign Highness”
The Senate suggested this title: His Highness, the President of the United
States of America, and Protector of the Rights of the Same
A Representative of Pennsylvania went with the Constitution: President
of the United States
George Washington wanted no title at all.

Interesting Facts and Firsts
Thomas Jefferson was the first to be inaugurated in the new Capitol in
Washington, D.C.
In 1801 the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court would be assigned to
deliver the oath of office to the President.
Andrew Jackson’s first inauguration at the Capitol in 1829 was the first to
be held entirely outdoors.
The only President to use “affirm” rather than “swear” taking the oath
was Franklin Pierce in 1853.
In 1861 Abraham Lincoln took his first oath of office at the Capitol with
an unfinished dome.
The dome of the Capitol was completed in time for Lincoln’s second
inauguration in 1865 following the end of the Civil War.

Chief Justice John Marshall swore in James Monroe on March 4, 1817
outside the temporary “Brick Capitol” where the Supreme Court now
stands following the burning of the Capitol itself by the British in 1814.
James Monroe gave the first outdoor inaugural address on March 4,
1817.
William Henry Harrison’s two hour inaugural address in 1841 was so long
at 8,445 words that it was interrupted in order to administer the oath of
office.
President George Washington gave the shortest inaugural address after
his second inauguration in 1793 of 135 words.
The only requirement for the president – elect to become President of
the United States is to repeat the words of the oath as written in the
Constitution.
The oath of office is 35 words and is the centerpiece of the Inaugural Day
festivities.
Five Presidents took the oath of office inside the Capitol in the old House
of Representatives Chamber now known as Statuary Hall. They were:
James Madison, James Monroe, John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson,
and Millard Fillmore.
27 oaths were administered at the East Front of the Capitol including
those of Andrew Jackson and Abraham Lincoln.
Andrew Jackson was first to be inaugurated on the East Front steps of the
Capitol.
Ronald Reagan was first to take the oath on the West Front of the Capitol
overlooking the mall in 1981.
Franklin Roosevelt was the first to take the oath of office on January

20, 1937 with the ratification of the 20th amendment as the new
inauguration date. (It was his second term.)

Technology
James Madison’s inaugural address was published in the newspaper so all
could read it.
Samuel Morse tapped out the coverage of the Inauguration of James Polk
in 1845. An audience in Baltimore Maryland followed it “live”!
James Buchanan’s ceremony was the first captured in photographs and
published for all to see in 1857.
William McKinley’s inauguration was the first captured on film.
Warren Harding had the first electronically amplified speech in 1921.
Americans gathered around their radios to hear Calvin Coolidge take the
oath in 1925.
Herbert Hoover’s was the first oath recorded on talking newsreel in 1929.
The first televised inaugural was Harry Truman’s in 1949.
Bill Clinton’s second Inaugural was the first to have an official web site
and to be seen on the Internet world wide.

Music
Hail Columbia was originally written and played in honor of George
Washington. It is now used as entrance music for the Vice President.
The Marine Band played at the inauguration of Thomas Jefferson in 1801
and has played for every inauguration since.
The first time the Marine Band played Hail to the Chief at an inauguration
was in honor of James Polk.

Marian Anderson was the First African American to sing at President
Eisenhower’s inauguration in 1957 and again in 1961 at the inauguration
if John F. Kennedy.
The African American opera singer Leontyne Price sang America the
Beautiful at Lyndon Johnson’s inauguration.
Lyndon Johnson invited the 175 members of the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir to sing at his inaugural much to the dismay of inaugural officials.

Parades
James Buchanan’s parade in 1857 added something new; a float that
bore a woman representing the goddess of Liberty led the parade.
Another float, a model of a warship followed the president-elect’s
carriage to the Capitol.
Benjamin Harrison’s parade in 1889 was the first to go from the Capitol
toward the White House after he took the oath.
Benjamin Harrison’s parade was so long, that many participants gave up
and left without marching.
Buffalo Bill led cowboys in Benjamin Harrison’s parade.
Puerto Rico marched for the first time as an American dependency in
William McKinley’s 2nd inaugural parade in 1901.
In 1903, Teddy Roosevelt’s parade featured yodeling cowboys, whooping
Indians and his Rough Riders.
50,000 American flags lined Pennsylvania Ave. for Teddy Roosevelt’s
parade.
Ulysses S. Grant had the 1st real parade in 1873 with all military units
including West Point Cadets and midshipmen from Annapolis.
The only time a parade was cancelled due to the coldest winter on record
was the one for Ronald Reagan on January 21, 1985. But the balls went
on as scheduled!
The first time women were included in a parade was for Grover Cleveland
in 1893.
Two companies of “freed negroes” marched for the first time in the 2nd
inaugural parade of Abraham Lincoln.
George W. Bush specifically wanted and got the high kicking Kilgore
Rangerettes from Texas for his parade.
Calvin Coolidge wanted and got a short parade. It was exactly 1 hr.

Inaugural Balls
Woodrow Wilson cut the ball in 1913 because he found it inappropriate
for such a solemn occasion.

Wilson also reportedly disapproved of popular dances called the Turkey
Trot, the Grizzly Bear, and the Honey Bun.
Wilson replaced the inaugural ball with fireworks on the Ellipse.
Since Congress thought an extravagant inaugural was an unnecessary
expense, Warren Harding cancelled everything including the parade and
the ball for his inauguration in 1921.
In 1933, an inaugural ball was held for Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt.
Franklin did not attend!
The Smithsonian Museum’s History and Technology Building was for the
1st time the site for one the 6 balls held for Richard and Pat Nixon in
1969.
The Apollo 8 Astronauts were guests in attendance at one of the balls
held for Richard Nixon in 1969.
The Inaugural Ball is the oldest of all of the recurring inaugural festivities.
A charity ball was held for Calvin Coolidge in 1925 – only Grace attended.
Lady Bird Johnson loved the yellow evening coat with sable cuffs worn
over her inaugural ball gown more than the gown itself. No one saw the
gown because she never removed the coat.
Dolley and James Madison entered their inaugural ball to an original
piece of music entitled Madison’s March.
Thomas Jefferson, the outgoing president attended Madison’s ball on the
night of March 4, 1809 as his tribute to Dolley Madison. He had no ball
for either of his two terms.

First Lady Firsts
Lady Bird Johnson was the first to take a front and center role in an
inauguration when she held the Bible for her husband to take the oath of
office.

Dolley Madison was the first to witness her husband take the oath in
Washington, D.C.
Dolley Madison was the first to be honored by an official inaugural ball.
Helen Taft was the first to ride in a carriage from the Capitol to the White
House with her newly inaugurated husband.
Edith Wilson was the first to accompany her husband to and from his
swearing in.
Former First Ladies Edith Wilson and Eleanor Roosevelt were honored
guests at John F. Kennedy’s swearing in ceremony, and also rode in
separate cars in the inaugural parade.
After President Grover Cleveland’s defeat in 1888, Frances Cleveland
tearfully told her White House staff to “leave everything the way it was”
as she would be back in four years as First Lady once again. She was!
Helen Taft began a tradition when she donated her inaugural ball gown to

the Smithsonian.
Eleanor Roosevelt was the first First Lady to attend an inaugural ball
alone in 1933.
Caroline Harrison was the first to be photographed in her inaugural
gown.
Mamie Eisenhower’s feet were so swollen that she removed her shoes to
watch the 5 hr. inaugural parade.
Jackie Kennedy suggested that Robert Frost deliver a poem at the
inauguration as she said he was to be “the bearer of a cultural votive
candle.”
The gown worn by Nancy Reagan to her husband’s second inaugural ball
cost $46,000.00 that did not include accessories.
In 2001, George and Laura Bush danced between 29 to 56 seconds at
each of the 8 inaugural balls.

Presidential Firsts
George Washington gave the first inaugural address to Congress after
taking the oath. It wasn’t required.
George Washington added the words “I solemnly swear, so help me
God” after repeating the 35 word oath. All presidents have followed his
example.
Thomas Jefferson was the first President to take the oath in the then
Senate Chamber of the new Capitol in Washington, D. C. on March 4,
1801 packed by 1,000 spectators.
James Madison took the oath in the larger House Chamber in 1809.
In 1829, Andrew Jackson was the first to take the oath of office as the 7th
President outside the Capitol on the East Portico.
President Eisenhower recited a poem he wrote following his oath.
Two Presidents took the oath of office 4 times:

President Franklin Roosevelt was elected to office 4 times
President Barack Obama repeated the oath at the White House the
day after he first took it at the Capitol because Chief Justice Roberts
flubbed the oath on inauguration day. Because Obama’s second term
inauguration day fell on Sunday, January 20th, 2008, he took the oath in
the Blue Room of the White House. He repeated the oath at the Capitol
the following day on Monday, January 21 for the public festivities.
President Obama took the oath on two Bibles; one belonged to Abraham
Lincoln and the other to Dr. Martin Luther King.
Andrew Jackson spent the first night of his Presidency on March 4, 1829
at Gadsby’s Tavern having escaped an overcrowded open house at the
Executive Mansion.
Ulysses S. Grant was escorted to the Capitol by a Congressional
Committee on March 4, 1873 establishing a new tradition.
Benjamin Harrison, grandson of William Henry Harrison, took the oath of
office on March 4, 1889. They remain the only grandfather and grandson
duo in history to become Presidents of the U.S.

Dwight Eisenhower became the first President limited to serving two
terms following the passage of the new 22 amendment.
Robert Frost was the first poet to participate in an inaugural ceremony
when he delivered a poem at the podium for John F. Kennedy in 1961.
James Garfield’s mother, Eliza, was the first mother of a president to
witness her son take the oath of office.
President Harding was the first to ride to and from the inauguration in an
automobile.
John Adams was first to receive the oath of office from a Chief Justice of
the U.S. Supreme Court in 1797.

Test Your Knowledge on Inaugural History. Answers are
on the last page
1. Which President had the official theme “Forward Together” for his
Inaugural in 1969?
2. “Celebrating America’s Spirit Together” was this President’s official
theme in 2001.
3. Which President is said to have had the most boring inaugural of the
20th Century?
4. The son of this President marched in Herbert Hoover’s parade with his
regiment from Vermont.
5. What college marched in FDR’s 1933 4 hr. parade?
6. What famous choir was featured on a float at the end of Ronald
Reagan’s parade and serenaded him and Nancy?
7. Life - sized pictures of this President were carried in his parade with
the caption “Big Chip off the Old Block” as a reference to his grandfather
President William Henry Harrison. Who was the President?
8. Who was the President who was moved to dance a jig when he heard
a calliope play “I’m Just Wild About Harry” in his parade in 1949?
9. Who was the President who watched a float representing his
destroyer PT109 pass by the reviewing stand in his honor in 1961?
10. Who was the First Lady who said her husband was “a bit of a
deadbeat on the dance floor” after attending the 11 inaugural balls in
their honor?
11. Name the President who played the saxophone at 13 inaugural balls
in 1993?
12. Inclement weather forced this President to take his oath of office in
the rotunda of the Capitol in 1985.
13. Who was the first President to deliver his Inaugural Address to the
crowd of people assembled to see him take the oath? Before him only
Congress heard it.
14. This President was so conscience of his size that he ordered his suit
several sizes larger to diminish his rotund figure.
15. Name one of the three Presidents who each opted to use
the Masonic Bible used by George Washington for their inaugural
ceremonies.
16. A copy of this famous Bible was given to Harry Truman as a gift from
the citizens of his hometown in Independence, Missouri. It was one of
two Bibles on which he took his oath. Name it.
17. Who was the First Lady who was given a Bible by the District of
Columbia which her husband used for the oath?

18. Who was the President who used his family’s 250 year old Dutch
Bible for all 4 of his oaths?
19. This President was the only one to take the oath on a Catholic Bible
that belonged to his grandmother.
20. What was the rare new spectacle seen in James Buchanan’s parade?
21. In his 1953 parade, this President was lassoed by a cowboy riding by
his reviewing stand. Name the President.
22. Sen. Dianne Feinstein was the first woman to do this at the inaugural
ceremony for Barack Obama.
23. They were the first Presidential couple to walk from Capitol to White
House after the inaugural ceremony.
24. Who was first President sworn in on January 20 following a change in
date made by the 20th Amendment to the Constitution?
25. Who made history when this former President administered the oath
of office to Calvin Coolidge in 1925.
26. Name the queen who attended the swearing in of William McKinley
on March 4, 1897.
27. How many inaugural balls were held in honor of Bill Clinton in 1997?
28. Who was the President who stated, “I always knew it would be a
cold day when I got to be president.” in reference to the blizzard raging
outdoors when he took his oath inside the Capitol?

1. Richard Nixon
2. George W. Bush
3. Calvin Coolidge
4. Major John Coolidge the
son of Calvin Coolidge
5. The Electoral College!
6. The Mormon Tabernacle
Choir
7. Benjamin Harrison
8. Harry S. Truman
9. John F. Kennedy
10. Barbara Bush

11. Bill Clinton
12. Ronald Reagan
13. James Monroe
14. Zachary Taylor
15. Warren Harding, Dwight
Eisenhower, George H.W.
Bush
16. Gutenberg Bible
17. Sarah Polk
18. Franklin Roosevelt
19. John F. Kennedy
20. hot air balloon

28. William Howard Taft
21. Dwight Eisenhower
22. She emceed it
23. Rosalynn & Jimmy Carter
24. Franklin Roosevelt
25. Chief Justice William
Howard Taft
26. Queen Liliuokalani of the
Hawaiian Islands
27. a record 14

Exhibit Dates:
November 17, 2016
through
September 15, 2017
Open for tours Tuesday through Saturday. Begin with a self-guided experience
of the exhibit at the Education and Research Center, followed by a guided tour
of the Saxton McKinley House, the restored Victorian home of Ida and William
McKinley. Call 330-452-0876 for tour times and reservations, which are
required for groups of six or more and highly recommended for all others.
$7 adults, $6 seniors, $5 children under 18 - Free Parking, Buses Welcome!

Education & Research Center
205 Market Avenue S.
Saxton McKinley House
331 Market Avenue S.
Canton, Ohio 44702
FIRST LADIES
(330) 452-0876
NATIONAL
HISTORIC SITE
www.firstladies.org

